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                                                                                                             Ak Link-Ebene
	Thema und Aufgabentyp
	Reading comprehension: From colonies to Commonwealth

Aufgabentypen: multiple choice, short answer question, comprehension questions / text production, table completion, true / false sentences und Berichtigung der Falschaussagen


	Bezug zum Lehrplan
	Interkulturelles Lernen und Landeskunde: Zusammenleben ethnischer Gruppen im UK und in den USA: historische Ursachen


	Vorbereitung im vorausgehenden Unterricht
	Die nötigen Leseverstehenstechniken und die o. g. Aufgabentypen sowie das Erschließen unbekannten Wortschatzes müssen den Schülern vertraut sein. Zur Beantwortung der alternativ zu 2 vorge-schlagenen Aufgabe ist außerdem ein gewisses Allgemeinwissen erforderlich (weiße Regierung in Südafrika bis zum Ende der Apartheid).



	Bewertung der Aufgabe
	1. 4 BE (je 2 pro richtiger Antwort). Je 2 BE Abzug, sofern zusätzlich zu den 2 richtigen Antworten weitere angekreuzt werden, jedoch nur bis zu einem Teilergebnis von schlechtestenfalls 0 credits.

2. 9 BE (je 1,5 pro item). Es sollen nur die items genannt werden (keine ganzen Sätze, keine Paraphrasen). Ggf. kann die Anzahl in der Frage genannt werden („Name the six characteristics...“).

3. Inhalt / Sprache : 5/5 BE


	Variations-möglichkeiten
	Die vorgesehen Aufgaben decken diverse Aufgabenstellungen ab, können jedoch alle wiederum abgewandelt werden:

Zu 1: comprehension question
Zu 2: table completion
Zu 3: Vorgabe z. T. falscher Aussagen und ggf. Berichtigung


	Einsatzort
	Leistungsnachweis




From colonies to Commonwealth

With the loss of the American colonies in 1774, Britain's first empire came to an end, but the setting up of a second empire in India had already begun. To secure the sea-route to India, Britain built a string of colonies, often little more than coaling stations, along the African coast and, after the opening of the Suez Canal in 1868, in Egypt and the Middle East as well. Only when other European powers began to establish colonies in Africa, and thus appeared to threaten the "life-line to India", did Britain take more interest in establishing a powerful presence there.


Independent of this main development, Cook's scientific exploration in the Pacific region during the  1760s and the 1770s led to the discovery and the settlement of Australia and New Zealand, which provided large areas of what was seen as "uninhabited" land to replace that lost in North America.


The present Commonwealth grew out of an earlier association of five self-governing states set up before World War I, but not formally established until the Statute of Westminster in 1931. This association included Britain, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa, whose governments were mainly English-speaking, white and Christian. This exclusively white association of industrial states, all of which were parliamentary democracies recognising the British monarch as Head of State, had to be greatly altered as a growing number of British colonies in Africa and Asia were given independence and Commonwealth membership after 1947. It is difficult to say in concrete terms what exactly the Commonwealth is today. Some political scientists claim that it is nothing more than a meaningless left-over of empire without significant unity in the form, for example of common political, religious or even economic institutions. On the other hand, the Commonwealth Prime Ministers' Conference, the acceptance of the British monarch as Head of the Commonwealth, the setting-up of a permanent "Commonwealth secretariat", as well as similar educational and legal systems seem to suggest that the Commonwealth does have a certain unity.

Quelle nicht mehr ermittelbar
Worksheet and solutions:
1. Tick where appropriate.


 The establishment of colonies by other European powers was caused by Great Britain's powerful
     presence in Africa.

 Britain built a string of colonies along the African coast and in Egypt and the Middle East as an
    answer to other European powers setting up colonies in Africa.

X The fact that other European powers showed increasing interest in Africa made it necessary for
    Britain to make stronger her existing African colonies.

X In the 1770s Britain lost her American colonies. At about the same time Cook discovered 
    Australia and New Zealand.

 As a consequence of the loss of the American colonies, Cook set off to explore the Pacific
   region during the 1760s and the 1770s in order to find "uninhabited" land.

 The presence of other European powers on the African continent made it necessary for Britain to 
    find uninhabited land in other regions of the world.

2. Name the characteristics that the first five Commonwealth nations shared. 


You may use quotations from the text. It is not necessary to write complete sentences.

English-speaking, white, Christian, parliamentary democracies, industrial states, British monarch as head of state.

3. How do experts of political studies view the importance of the Commonwealth?

Use your own words as far as possible.

Experts cannot agree on one point of view: some point out that the Commonwealth's unity is an illusion because of the huge differences in politics, religion and the economy.

Others see enough factors that all Commonwealth countries have in common: not only are there parallels as far as education and legislation are concerned, but also certain institutions uniting all member countries.

Variationsmöglichkeiten:

Alternative Fragestellungen:
1. Explain Britain's need for colonies in Africa. Use your own words as far as possible.

The fact that other European powers showed increasing interest in Africa made it necessary for Britain to make stronger her existing African colonies.

2. Name the first five Commonwealth nations and the characteristics they shared. Fill in the grid.

	country
	characteristics

	- Britain
- Canada
- Australia
- New Zealand
- South Africa
	- English-speaking,

- white,

- Christian,

- parliamentary democracies,

- industrial states,

- British monarch as head of state.


3. Tick the correct statements and correct the false ones

z. B.: 

X Immediately after the Statute of Westminster the Commonwealth was a small organisation compared to the size it has today. Its first member nations were all ruled by whites, even if they represented a minority in their own country. 
 Today most experts agree that the Commonwealth's unity is an illusion because of the huge differences in politics, religion and the economy.

No: Only some of them do, others see enough factors that all Commonwealth countries have in common: not only are there parallels as far as education and legislation are concerned, but also certain institutions uniting all member countries.
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